
          Mrs. C. Kazmierczak 
          kazmierczakc@leb.k12.in.us 
          English Teacher LHS  
          ACP-- IU English 
 
 Dear Students: 
 
The ACP class for senior English W131/L202 focuses upon the close reading of various texts. You will 
look at language, style, argument, composition and rhetoric; in addition, this class concentrates on 
analytical writing and reading strategies. During the senior year, students will read many works of 
nonfiction and fiction.  For the summer reading, a text was chosen so that the reader can analyze and 
enjoy an interesting and timely work of nonfiction. This book will be referenced during the school year, 
both first and second semester, as we study both literature and nonfiction essays that address issues and 
conflicts explored in this novel. You will be asked to read, reflect, uncover, and discover a world much 
different from your own.  Enjoy!! 
 
The following is a list of assignments that you will complete as you read your assigned book for the 
summer.  Make sure you complete all sections of the assignment. 
 
Assigned Book –  
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption, by Bryan Stevenson 
 
Just Mercy is a powerful and relevant work of nonfiction that addresses pertinent issues of culture, 
prejudice, and human suffering and strength.   
 
Part 1. Research the author.  View Bryan Stevenson’s TED Talk - 
https://www.ted.com/talks/bryan_stevenson_we_need_to_talk_about_an_injustice?language=en Then, 
find two additional credible sources that offer information about the author, Bryan Stevenson.  Research 
the author’s background.  Write a one- to two-page account of the author’s education and life experiences 
that might have influenced him as a writer.  Upon what themes, societal issues or conflicts did he base his 
writings?  Use MLA citation.  This must be typed. 
 
Part 2. Chapter Assignments for Novel as a Whole – Each section should be titled: 
Complete the following: 

  
1. Summary of the book in its entirety… Write this out in essay form. This should be no more 

than one or two pages in length. 
Include the following:   

• Setting 
• Main characters 
• Main points 
• This part of the assignment shows an objective understanding of the basic 

conflict/plot development of the novel.  Your analysis will come later. 
 

2. Complete one double-entry log for each chapter of the novel.  For the double-entry log, 
include a direct quote or a very specific detail from the text.  Respond to this by making an 
analytical observation or asking a relevant question.  One entry per chapter so 16 total; 
include an entry for the Introduction and Epilogue if you wish. 

 



This must be typed. 
 
 
Part 3. Final Assignment -- Reflection Paper: 
 
 In this three- to four- page reflection paper, you will focus on what you consider to be the primary theme 
or issue of this text.   
 

v What is the main idea, the moving force?  
v Define this issue in one good statement  
v Give examples from the text to support your ideas 
v Draw connections, both personal and societal. In other words, you will see how this book is 

relevant to issues that you and/or your peers may face and that we may face as a society 
v Draw connections between this novel and other books you’ve read or movies you have seen.   
v Stay focused on the issue that you have established for Just Mercy 

 
 
All of these assignments should be stapled together and should include a title page, which should 
include your name, the title of the book and your own personal title for the project.  
 
Just Mercy can be purchased at Amazon.com, Books-A-Million, Barnes and Noble, and possibly Half 
Priced Books.  It can also be found in the local library, though copies may be limited. It can also be 
purchased for a Kindle or Nook.  
 
You will be assessed on ideas and content (analytical thought is expected) as well as conventions so edit 
carefully.  The project is due on the day of your first English class.  Bring your novel to class on that day.                                                         
 
Please read:  
The book chosen for summer reading is an adult work of nonfiction written about the real world from a 
mature perspective. ACP English/ IU W131 class is a college course and is for mature students who can 
read with critical minds. Some of the texts, such as Just Mercy, that we read in class examine adult themes 
and issues. Reading works that investigate difficult ethical choices and actions does not ever condone or 
celebrate the choices that characters make. Instead, the ACP English/ IU W131 class is designed to allow 
students to see how the English language is used to convey the human experience in a vivid, dramatic, and 
unforgettable manner.  
 
 
 
Additionally, the following required course texts should be purchased before school begins in 
August. 
 
Behrens and Rosen. Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum, eleventh edition  
  
Rosenwasser and Stephen. Writing Analytically, sixth edition.   
 
Schilb and Clifford, Making Literature Matter, 5th Edition (Needed for spring semester beginning  
January 2020.) 
 


